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waii, Porto Rico, Guam, Samoa, and the Panama Canal Zone. The enumeration of the population is taken as of Jan. i. It is usually provided that the decennial census period shall occupy three years, and that the reports shall be completed and published within that period. The enormous task of counting a population of about 150,000,000 included within the United States and its dependencies demands a high degree of organization. The law provides for the appointment of an adequate number, usually between 400 and 500, of supervisors who have immediate charge of the enumerators in the several fields assigned to them, the supervisors being in turn directly responsible to the Director of the Census. The total number of enumerators required to take the census of 1940 was about 100,000. Schedules for use in securing the desired information are prepared under the supervision of the Director of the Census and issued to the various enumerators. The returns, before being tabulated, are carefully inspected for omissions, errors, and inconsistencies. The tabulation is then done by the use of punch cards, the facts ascertained regarding each person, farm, or establishment being recorded by punching holes in these cards. Card-punching machines are used for this work. The cards for each locality are counted by means of machinery so devised as to register electrical contacts made through the punched holes, and the tabulated facts for each unit area are automatically recorded, thus avoiding errors which might result from recording the results by hand, and also expediting the work of tabulation.

The returns thus tabulated are analyzed, and the reports prepared by qualified statisticians and economists. The results of the census are published in the shape of bulletins, and subsequently appear in permanent form in large quarto volumes. Aerial maps were used in conducting the 1945 farm census.

Consult The History and Growth of the U. S. Census (U. S. Bureau of Publications, 1900); The Story of the Census, 1790 to 1916 (U. S. Census Bureau, 1916).

Census, U. S. Bureau of, a bureau of the Department of Commerce, was created in 1902 as a branch of the Department of the Interior, was transferred to the Department of Commerce and Labor in 1903, and since 1913 has been a bureau of the Department of Commerce. Its primary function is the conduct of the comprehensive Federal decennial census of population, agriculture, manufacturing, and mines and quarries (see CENSUS),

but it also conducts numerous other inquiries, notably decennial censuses of wealth, debt, and taxation, of religious bodies, of water transportation, of fisheries, and of dependent, defective, and delinquent classes. It publishes quarterly data as to stocks of leaf tobacco held by manufacturers and dealers; issue? periodical statistics of cotton production, consumption, and supply; collects current data (monthly or quarterly) relating to the production, supply, and sales of basic or key commodities, and publishes monthly a 'survey of current business.' The divisions of the Bureau and their chief functions are as follows: Administrative Division: General supervision of personnel; handling of general
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correspondence. Population Divisions: Collection of statistics relating to population (including occupations). Division of Manufactures: Collection of statistics pertaining to manufactures and to electrical industries, to mines, quarries, and oil and gas wells. Dim-